
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
November 22, 2013 

By: Sgt. Edward Eagerton 

 

Alaska Air Guardsmen train in California desert joint-forces exercise 

 
PALM SPRINGS, California—Airmen with the Alaska Air National Guard’s 176th Wing took 

part in a 28-day Integrated Training Exercise at the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 

Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif., in October and November. 

 

The exercise consisted of core competency training and a mission rehearsal exercise for 

units to increase their knowledge and experience in preparation for possible overseas 

deployments to areas that share similar desert terrain. 

 

“The training was excellent,” said Capt. Hans Jagow, a navigator with the 176th Operations 

Support Squadron, Group Tactics Shop, Alaska Air National Guard. “I’ve never seen an area 

that more closely resembles desert warfare. I’ve been to Afghanistan, and when you’re 

sitting out there on that Marine Corps airstrip, you wouldn’t know that you’re in California. It 

looks a lot like Afghanistan.” 

 

The Alaska Guardsmen were there to work with other units and branches of service in fully 

integrated, scenario-based exercises.  

 

“We set up an isolated personnel scenario and also a mass-casualty scenario,” said Jagow. 

“Those were the two large-force exercises we were able to integrate with.” 

 

Alaska Air Guard members from the 176th Maintenance Squadron and 176th Operations 

Support Squadron participated in support of the 211th Rescue Squadron aircrews and HC-

130 “King” aircraft.  

 

Another mission included nighttime mid-air refueling of Pave Hawk helicopters. Crew 

members donned night vision goggles, and loadmasters—harnessed to the plane and sitting 

at the edge of the opened HC-130 ramp—helped guide the helicopters’ refueling boom into 

the fuel line dangling from the tank under the wing. 

 

—more— 



 “I think one of the better things about the training down here we get out of your comfort 

zone,” said Senior Airman Brian Rhodes, a loadmaster in the 211th RQS. “In Alaska, you get 

into the routine of doing the same drops, the same training scenarios. Down here, it being a 

joint forces exercise with the Marines, we got to see and do some things we don’t normally 

do. It was a great opportunity for us to come down here and work with other units we don’t 

usually work with.”   

 

### 

 

Note to editors: Interview and B-roll will be made available on the Alaska National Guard 

DVIDS page at http://www.dvidshub.net/unit/ANGPA. The content should be published and 

available by or around 4pm. 

  

 

Cutlines: 

 

131118-Z-MW427-089 

Tech. Sgt. Ryan Conti, a flight engineer with the 211th Rescue Squadron, Alaska Air National 

Guard, identifies the landing zone while returning to the Palm Springs International Airport, 

Palm Springs, Calif., Nov. 18. The Guardsmen from the 211th RQS participated in an 

Integrated Training Exercise at the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Training Center in 

Twentynine Palms, Calif., which is an exercise designed to validate units before deploying to 

Afghanistan. U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Edward Eagerton 

131119-Z-MW427-159 

An HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopter from the 66th Rescue Squadron, U.S. Air Force, lands 

behind an HC-130 “King” aircraft from the 211th Rescue Squadron, Alaska Air National 

Guard, during a training mission at the Marine Corps Air Ground Training Center in 

Twentynine Palms, Calif., Nov. 19. The Airmen from the 211th RQS were there participating 

in an Integrated Training Exercise, which is designed to validate units before deploying to 

Afghanistan. U.S. Army National Guard photo by Sgt. Edward Eagerton 

131120-Z-MW427-333 

Guardian Angels with the 306th Rescue Squadron, U.S. Air Force, jump off the ramp of an 

Alaska Air National Guard HC-130 “King” aircraft during an airborne operation over the 

Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Training Center in Twentynine Palms, Calif., Nov. 20. The 

airmen were there taking part in an Integrated Training Exercise, which is an exercise 

designed to validate units before deploying to Afghanistan. U.S. Army National Guard photo 

by Sgt. Edward Eagerton 
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